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The New OPP Billing Model

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) serves 324 municipalities in 
Ontario, 6 of which are in the District of Muskoka. In 2014, the 
OPP introduced what they claim is a fairer, more transparent 

billing model for the municipalities it serves across the province. 
According to their August 14, 2014 Press Release, the new model, which 
took effect on Jan. 1, 2015, reflects input from the Provincial Auditor 
General and municipalities to more fairly and transparently 
distribute policing costs. 

The model includes two components: 
1) base policing costs such as crime 
prevention, proactive policing, officer 
training and administrative duties, and 
2) cost for reactive calls for service, 
i.e., emergency calls. Base policing 
will account for approximately 60 per 
cent of the bill, reactive calls will account 
for approximately 40 per cent. The new model 
will be phased in over a period of up to five years 
to allow municipalities time to adjust their budgets.

Formerly, costs of police services were calculated 
on a costing formula established by a regulation under 
the Police Services Act. However, the application of that 
model was determined by the Provincial Auditor General to be 
inconsistent from municipality to municipality relying heavily on 
calls for services to calculate costs which resulted in a wide variation 
between similar communities.

The new model shifts to a mix of a base fee plus a service call fee. Base 
costs, which include services such as routine patrols, crime prevention, 
RIDE programs and proactive policing, will now make up approximately 
60 per cent of the bill. It will be charged equally across the province, and 
will be calculated on a per property basis for residential, seasonal, business, 
commercial and industrial properties. Billing for base costs is intended to 
ensure that municipalities contribute equally towards the cost of having 
well-equipped, professional, highly trained front-line members ready to 
answer calls for service. A service call fee will make up the remaining 
40 per cent of the bill. Calls for service usually involve the attendance 

of an officer or officers at the scene of an occurrence such as a motor 
vehicle collision. The charge for reactive calls for service will vary among 
municipalities because such charges will be calculated annually, based on 
the municipality’s individual usage levels. Much greater detail about the 
type of calls for service will be included on the municipal bills to increase 
transparency. This will assist municipalities and the police community to 

look at ways to reduce these variable costs. 
What does this mean to your Muskoka tax bill?

District Council voted 12 to 10 in favour 
of allocating OPP policing costs to the 6 

municipalities by way of a general levy 
on the assessed property base in each 
municipality. Under this general levy 
method residents and cottagers in the 

Townships of Muskoka Lakes and Lake 
of Bays will pay 108% and 47% respectively 

more than the actual cost of policing, whereas 
in the towns of Gravenhurst, Bracebridge and 

Huntsville costs will be significantly less. 
The MLA, in a joint submission with the Georgian 

Bay and Lake of Bays Associations requested that the 
District Council consider an alternative billing method 

that would allocate costs based on the actual cost of policing 
services to each municipality as calculated by the OPP. However, 

despite the fact that the OPP will bill the district based on a per 
property calculation, the District, after seeking legal advice, decided 
that the general levy method met the requirements of the Municipal Act 
(2001) Ontario. Accordingly, the district established a residential tax rate 
of .0027832, which, when multiplied by the assessment value of your 
property will determine your cost of OPP services, i.e., on a $400,000 
property, your contribution will be $1,113.28 per year, which will be 
lumped with the general levy as shown on your tax bill.  

A Police Review Committee has been formed at the District to 
continue to review alternative models for 2016, which the MLA hopes 
will more fairly represent its members.

Marilyn Vogel - Communications Manager
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After a hint of summer weather in early May, 
and the odd warm day here and there, at 
our Canada Day celebrations we needed 

sweatshirts to stay comfortable, unlike previous 
years that required frequent dips in the lake to 
stay cool. The lake was a lot quieter than on most 
Canada Days, which may have had as much to do 
with the chill in the air as it did with the fact that 
the holiday occurred mid-week this year; robbing 

weekend visitors of that extended long weekend. Nevertheless, I suspect 
all of you have very busy summers planned with water sports, catching up 
with summer friends and completing a few projects around your place; I 
certainly do. 

For your MLA Directors, July and August are a time for us to enjoy the 
benefits of all the work we have done for our members over the fall, winter 
and spring; enhancing our programs, planning the 2015 events, and keeping 
our members informed in their absence. Our membership remains stable 
and strong, yet there is still an opportunity to educate property owners in 
the District of Muskoka who do not yet benefit from MLA membership. 
Please speak with a couple of your neighbours and friends to encourage 
them to join us and reap the rewards. 

Our programs are in full swing and we hope you enjoy the recently 
distributed MLA yearbook, the Water Quality monitoring program, Aquatic 
Regatta and Sailing Regattas, and updated Advantage Card program (don’t 
forget your renewal stickers) just to mention a few. The MLA Seedling 
day on the May long weekend was another big success with the MLA 
distributing over 6,000 seedlings, including the newly introduced and 
sought after Monarch Butterfly and Pollinator series, all of which continue 
to protect our shorelines from erosion and re-forestation. For an update 
or details on all of our summer events, please reference our Community 
Programs listed on our web site at www.mla.on.ca.

The Political environment has settled down in our District with the new 
council’s just over six months into their terms; each working their four year 

plans. We continue to be very active in tracking their activities and engaging 
in those applicable to us on your behalf. As always, our Political and Land 
Use Committee is tracking and working with a series of unusual land 
use applications and appeals, many of which focus on precedent setting 
developments that are not consistent with Muskoka’s natural habitat, and 
we may not support. You receive our summaries of these issues and our 
position in the monthly NewBites communication.

We have received tremendous financial support already in the first few 
weeks of our Water Quality fund- raising campaign and to those who have 
donated money, I thank you. For those who have not yet donated, please 
consider making a contribution to this flagship monitoring, testing and 
reporting system. This is an expensive program to fund. The enhanced 
monitoring Stage 2 testing in Wallace Bay on Lake Rosseau has commenced 
as planned with our scientific provider, Beacon Environmental. Watch for 
our mid-summer update on preliminary findings of that particular area 
of concern.

IN THIS ISSUE of ShoreLines we are pleased to announce the MLA 
Bursary winner; please read on for detail. This is another one of the MLA 
programs where we give back to the community we are fortunate enough 
to enjoy, by providing a $5,000 grant to a local high school student to 
apply towards post-secondary education. We also introduce species that are 
at risk, and species that are invading our local environment. James Ross 
reminds us to appreciate what we see when we look up to the sky at night. 
Boating safety and mutual respect is always within our scope and we invite 
you to learn more about safe practices and steps we are taking to ensure 
everyone enjoys being out on the water. And of course, water quality is our 
key focus in the summer months, and we are pleased that local government 
bodies and agencies are equally as invested in preserving our environment. 
In our opinion, there can never be too much attention given to the health 
of our lakes and rivers.

On behalf of our Directors, Committee members and Staff, we wish you 
a safe and fabulous summer!

Michael Hart - President

Have a Safe and Fabulous Summer!MESSAGE
President’s
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The 122nd annual MLA Aquatic Regatta will be held on Saturday, 
August 1 at the Muskoka Lakes Golf and Country Club. 

The Muskoka Lakes Association was founded in 1894 and the 
first MLA Aquatic Regatta was held that summer in Port Carling. This 
event has been held every summer since then, earning its designation as the 
oldest continuously-run aquatic regatta in Canada. Originally, the regatta 
was held in the bay in Port Carling, but in 1920 it was moved to, and 
continues to be hosted by, the Muskoka Lakes Golf and Country Club.

Do join us to participate and watch the events! The morning begins at 
9:00 a.m. with the Junior Regatta which includes races for children 13 and 
under, their parents and even grandparents. The participants will race their 
canoes, traditional skiffs, wee skiffs, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards, 
followed by the swimming races. Racers will need to bring their own kayaks 
and/or SUPs for the event.

The Senior Regatta begins at 12:30 p.m. with swimming races and then 
moves to the race course for some hotly-contested competition and some 
fun races in canoes, traditional skiffs and on stand-up paddleboards. The 
day finishes with the tilting competition, where jousters standing in canoes 
attempt to topple their opponent. This almost century old event is always 
a crowd pleaser.

Visit the MLA office upstairs at 65 Joseph Street, next to the hardware 
store in Port Carling, to see the various beautiful trophies that have been 
donated over the years.

The Regatta is organized and run by a team of dedicated volunteers, well-
supported by the office staff of the MLA, and is funded entirely through 
donations. Some of the volunteers have been helping at and participating 
in the regatta for over 60 years! We are always looking for new volunteers 
to help, even if only for an hour during the event. Please consider making 
a donation or offering your time by visiting our office or calling us at 705-
765-5723. Your contribution will be greatly appreciated.

The MLA Regatta is a community event, held to promote aquatic 
skills and safety. We encourage all cottagers to join the Muskoka Lakes 
Association.  However, non-MLA members are welcome to participate 
upon payment of a guest fee. Each participant must register at the Regatta 
to compete and all boating events require lifejackets or PFDs in the boat. 
Please respect the laws and our host, the Muskoka Lakes Golf and Country 
Club, and leave alcohol and your dogs at home. 

We hope to see you on Saturday, August 1, 2015 to support a wonderful 
Muskoka tradition. 

Lynda Coutts and Azra Khan - Aquatic Regatta Co-chairs

Don’t Miss the MLA Aquatic Regatta

http://www.mla.on.ca
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The Muskoka Lakes Association has been selected to host a national 
boating safety demonstration project. The MLA received a 2015 
grant from the Canadian Safe Boating Council under the Grass 

Roots Contribution Program to acquire and adapt a highway Radar 
Feedback Speed Sign for use for recreational boaters 
operating their boats in near-shore and narrow channel 
areas. Transport Canada has provided financial assistance 
to make this project possible.

The Vessel Operation Restriction Regulations 
(VORRs) that apply to boaters on Lakes Muskoka, 
Rosseau and Joseph and on the interconnecting Indian 
and Joseph Rivers require that a boat not exceed 9 km/h 
within 30 m of shore, structures (docks and boathouses), 
a floating platform (raft or toy), a navigation buoy or 
another vessel that is anchored, moored or under way. 
A boater is responsible for knowing where the VORRs 
apply, whether or not there have been speed signs posted.

There has been an observed need in Muskoka 
to develop a non-confrontational and educational 
approach that reminds boat operators where the speed 
restrictions apply. The MLA Radar Feedback Speed 
Sign educational approach is a considered response to 
the need to improve boater behaviour on the water.  

It is important to remind boat operators when they 
are “outside” of normal good boating behaviour and are exceeding the 
local “speed limit”. Radar Feedback signs in use on streets and highways 

have a proven record of slowing cars and trucks and reducing speed-
related incidents.

There is a demonstrated need for a boat operator to have clear knowledge 
of the actual boat speed as well as the VORR maximum speed for that 

“speed restricted” location. The Radar Feedback Speed 
Sign will let the boater know when they are going too 
fast. The sign will light up with LED numerals and show 
the true boat speed over the bottom. The numbers will 
flash when a boat is exceeding the speed limit at that 
location and a white LED strobe will also flash when 
there is a significant exceedance observed.  

This is a reminder to slow their boat in this area.
The MLA Radar Feedback Speed Sign demonstration 

project is not an ‘enforcement tool’. It will not hand 
out tickets or take photos of the ‘speeding bullets’.  
This project is being operated by the Community 
Programs Committee of the MLA, with assistance from 
concerned members.

A season-end report on the demonstration project is 
to be prepared for the Canadian Safe Boating Council 
to answer the question, “Will use of a Radar Feedback 
Speed Sign improve boater behaviour on the water 
where there are speed restrictions?”  

Modifications to the display arrangement may be 
made from time-to-time to improve the messaging. 

John Bowlby - Commodore

How Fast are You Going?

MLA 2015 PHOTO CONTEST

Muskoka Lakes Association
Serving Muskoka since 1894

TM
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PHOTOS BY KIDS 

14 & under
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ACTION AT THE COTTAGE
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Boating is a common activity for those who live in or visit Muskoka. 
Whether we paddle, sail, peddle, fish, water-ski, wakeboard or enjoy 
an exhilarating ride in a Muskoka Classic boat, almost everyone 

goes boating in Muskoka. And while some boaters love the sound of a 
rumbling engine, there are others who are irritated by loud, noisy boats. 
While there is no way to eliminate boat noise, awareness and mutual 
respect can help to create an environment that is amenable to everyone.

Background
The amount of sound that one hears when a powerboat passes by is 

influenced by the boat’s speed; the type of powerboat, i.e. PWC, outboard, 
inboard/outboard or inboard; how the engine is trimmed (tilted); presence 
or lack of a muffler and where the engine exhaust is discharged, i.e. thru-
the-propeller hub – outboards (O/B) and in/outboard (I/O) engines.
Regulatory Authority

Vessel construction is regulated by Transport Canada (TC) under the 
Canada Shipping Act 2001 (CSA 2001). The number 2001 refers to the 
year in which it was last updated. Prior to 2001, the version in use was 
dated 1985. 

Provincial, regional or municipal governments have no regulatory 
control over the Canada Shipping Act and cannot make any rules 
concerning how boats are constructed, operated or where, when or 
how boats are operated. This includes how engines are exhausted and 
the sound made by the engine. 

There are no scientific regulations that mandate what the sound 
pressure limits are for marine engines in Canada. In simple terms, the only 
applicable regulatory requirements related to sound pressure limits are:
1. O/B, I/O and PWC equipped boats must exhaust their gaseous and sound 

emissions either through the propeller hub or through a muffler system.
2. I/B boats must have a operable muffler system that cannot be by-passed 

unless the vessel is being operated at least 5 miles from any shore.
Note: Many boats are equipped with what is commonly referred to 

as “Silent Choice” or “Captain’s Choice” systems. These systems give the 
vessel operator the choice of either a muffled exhaust or non-muffled 
exhaust. Canadian regulations require that these optional systems must 
be “rendered inoperable”, when, and if, the vessel is operated on bodies of 
water that cannot provide the 5 mile from shore clearance zone.
Common Myths
1. Loud boats must be illegal – no they are not, they are just loud.
2. Thru-the-transom exhaust systems are illegal – no they are not, if there 

is a muffler.
Why No Hard & Fast, Clearly Defined Regulations?

Globally the marine industry regulatory paradigm is far ahead of the 
North American (Canadian & USA) paradigm. Most of the developed 
markets – Europe, England, Australia, Japan and others have very specific 
and very scientific regulations governing sound pressure emissions – laws 
that define what sound level is permissible and what level is not.

Canada is not up to date despite the fact that the industry would prefer 
a regulation that is the same as those in place outside North America. 
In fact, since most Canadian and American boat manufacturers already 
export into these other markets, compliant product is already on the 
waters in Muskoka.
Why are we (Canada) behind? Because:
1. When the industry proposed the same regulatory framework as used 

elsewhere in the world during the CSA2001 review period, various 
consumer groups lobbied against such rules. TC opted to agree with 
the consumer groups.

2. Owners of vintage boats felt that they could not be compliant. This is 
actually correct in many cases.

3. Fears that enforcement would be difficult. This is not true as 
manufacturers have to prove to TC that their products comply with 
Canadian regulations before they are permitted to be sold or used 
in Canada. Adding proof of compliance to domestic sound pressure 
regulations would not be difficult for almost all manufacturers as they 
already have to do so for export markets.
Note: The testing for compliance to the global sound pressure limit 

regulations is scientific and cannot be done at the end of the dock using a 
sound gauge from Radio Shack. Industry uses highly defined ISO Sound 
Emission Testing Regulations to prove compliance. It would not be 
technically possible to replicate these tests “in the field”.
The Boater’s Responsibility

Almost everyone in Muskoka owns a boat and most families own boats 
with motors.

It is unrealistic to think or believe that we can enjoy our powered boats 
without making a sound. It is simply not technically possible.

However, we all have a right to anticipate that our fellow boaters will 
be respectful while enjoying the privilege of boating on some of Canada’s 
finest lakes and rivers. So how can we go boating, including waterskiing, 
wakeboarding and tubing and just simple sightseeing at a sufficient speed 
and yet still keep the sound level of the boat at a reasonable level? Here are 
some tips:
1. Don’t overload the boat and evenly distribute the passengers to 

maximize the efficiency of the hull design. 
2. Stay away from within 30m (100 feet) of shore or reduce speed to 9 kph.
3. Trim your boat’s engine correctly. 
4. Leave and return to your dock at a 90 degree angle, especially when 

pulling a skier.
5. Ride PWC’s in large open areas and avoid small bays and channels 

when possible.
More importantly, remember that our waterways are a common 

recreational resource that belongs to all Muskokans and respect everyone’s 
right to enjoy being on or near the water.

Sandy Currie - MLA Director

The Sound of Boating in Muskoka

Welcome to the 2015 sailing season in Muskoka. Whether you 
are a sailor, want to learn or just love to watch the excitement 
of a regatta there are plenty of opportunities for you to enjoy 

the sport. Check with your local club for a TRY IT day near you! 
Key events being held this summer include the MLA Muskoka 

Inter-Club Youth Sailing Regattas held on July 14th and 21st at eight 
Muskoka sailing schools, culminating in the MLA Muskoka Youth Sailing 
Championship where 48 athletes will compete for the coveted Aphrodite 
Cup on July 28th. The annual MLA Sailing Regatta, open to all fleets, 
will be held at Beaumaris Yacht Club, Lake Muskoka, on August 2nd. The 

MLA Muskoka Laser Regatta and the Ontario Masters Laser Regatta will 
be held at the South Muskoka Sailing Club, Lake Muskoka, on August 
15th and 16th. 

Several of the sailing clubs in Muskoka host their own regattas and 
sailing schools continue to offer programs for young sailors between the 
ages of 7 and 16. For a full list of clubs, events and sailing programs, visit 
our website at www.mla.on.ca under Boating & Sailing – Muskoka Sailing 
Clubs or contact us at sailing@mla.on.ca

We hope to see you on the water!
Barb Triskan - Sailing Network Chair

TRY IT!

http://www.mla.on.ca
mailto:sailing@mla.on.ca
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It is another thing I like about the cottage - escaping the city’s lights. 
Our cottage doesn’t have any electricity, so at night it is lit by propane 
globes and oil lanterns. They illuminate the cabin’s polished wood 

interior with a warm soft glow.
There has been much talk about light pollution in cottage country. At 

our lake, this has yet to become a real problem. Here, the night sky still 
exists, and has not been lost in the lights, street lamps or general glow of 
civilization. Often we can look along the more populated south shore of 
our lake, and see only a dozen or so distant cottages with their lights on. 
And, while looking up at the sky from many places often comes with the 
restrictions of buildings, hills or even trees, lying out on the rocky point 
of our island, the sky is big, a total dome overhead, and the starry display 
on a cloudless night is often spectacular.

I love the total darkness we have here, 
and have summered at this place for so 
long, that I can find my way around 
the trails in the night without need of a 
lamp. And, if one needs help, a simple 
flashlight will do. During a recent family 
gathering at the cottage, my kid sister and 
brother-in-law decided to make the place 
a bit more resort-ish. They had brought a 
couple dozen solar lights with them, and 
had spiked them in an organized fashion 
alongside the trail that led from the cabin 
to their bunkie. I was horrified. Our 
island had taken on the look of a tropical 
resort with Tiki torches, or perhaps of an 
airport runway at night. Though their scheme was reasonable and sound, 
meant to make the journey from main cottage to their bunkie easier in the 
dark, I found that the shadows cast by the dim lights had me tripping over 
roots or stubbing my toes on rocks.

Rather than acting mature and simply talking to them about these 
glowing standards, I decided my best and most practiced strategy was to 
act childish. While everyone sat around the evening fire, I snuck off and 
moved the lights, changing their path, so rather than leading down the 
trail, they curved off into the middle of some rough bramble. Then, quite 
pleased with myself, I hid behind a tree and tried to control my juvenile 
giggles. I heard someone approaching, then the rustle of leaves and the 
snapping of branches. There followed the thump of someone falling and 
the oomph of landing hard – all the calamity capped by a sharp and 
unsavoury exclamation. I felt bad for a brief second.

“Which one of you fool kids moved my lights!” my sister’s husband 

cried. I chortled through my nose and ran back to the cottage through 
the darkness.

I felt a bit sheepish and foolish on the following morning in the light 
of day, especially when I saw my fine brother-in-law, his arms and legs 
scratched from prickles, taking down his trail of lights in a huff and storing 
them away in the shed. Still, I am happy to be rid of them. I guess my 
point was taken.

To celebrate my small victory, that night, after the sun had disappeared 
in the west, our bonfire had been doused, and the lake was dark once 
again, I gathered everybody on the rocky point. Adults and kids lay out 
on our backs like tumbled bowling pins, helter-skelter, staring up at the 
brilliant canopy of stars. My son used me for a pillow, and my wife and 

daughters snuggled in by my side. Only 
a few cottage lights were to be seen on 
the mainland. With no lights, clouds or 
moon, the display of stars was amazing. 
We watched overhead for hours – as 
falling stars lit a comet-like trail and 
flashing satellites drifted slowly past. 
We lost ourselves in the wonder of 
the Milky Way and tried to pick out 
the constellations. The dark night was 
beautiful, and peaceful.

When you venture to your cottage, 
try your best to leave the bright urban 
glow behind – the city lights are pretty 
there, but not here. Make a point of 
turning off unnecessary lights, not just 

for yourself, but also for your cottage neighbours. And, most importantly, 
don’t forget to look to the heavens. Some people never see that sight. It is 
sometimes nice being left in the dark!

*For those who love technology, there are “Night Sky” apps available for 
your phone to help you identify stars and constellations - and then you can 
use your device’s flashlight to find your way back to the cottage at the end 
of the night.*

Left in the Dark

Last year, the MLA re-introduced 
the Advantage Card and included 
two key-fobs as part of the package. 
This has proven to be a very 
successful initiative as members 
usually always carry their keys. 
Now in its fifth year, the program 
continues to grow, with several 

new participant businesses. 
The MLA established the Advantage Card program, 

not only to provide value to our members, but also to encourage greater 
interaction between MLA members and Muskoka merchants. Much of 
the local economy is driven by tourism and seasonal residents. In addition 
to our many activities to protect the Muskoka environment, we strongly 

encourage our members to ‘Stock up in Muskoka’, and support local 
businesses. In fact, several business owners have expressed their appreciation 
of our effort. And members love the deals. 

We have a plethora of diverse and unique products and services in 
Muskoka and by honouring the MLA Advantage Card, businesses are 
gaining greater exposure and members are become more committed to 
“Stocking Up in Muskoka”! It’s a win for everyone!

This year we sent your renewal stickers with your yearbook, or by mail.  
If, by now, you haven’t received your stickers, please call our office at 705-
765-5723 and we will make sure you get them. And remember, don’t throw 
your card away - you will get new 2016 stickers for next year.

Happy Shopping!
(Don’t have an advantage card – visit our website at www.mla.on.ca or 

call our office at 705-765-5723.)

Advantage Card

Muskoka Lakes Association

Serving Muskoka since 1894

TM

Is the author of the books “Cottage Daze” and “Still in a 
Daze at the Cottage” (Dundurn Press), featuring the best 
of his cottage stories.
Visit www.cottagedaze.ca

Going to town? Don’t forget your Advantage Card

http://www.mla.on.ca
http://www.cottagedaze.ca
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When is the last time you saw a Blanding’s turtle – that yellow-
chinned, medium-sized turtle with its domed shell that 
resembles a black or brown army helmet with yellow flecks 

and streaks? If it has been awhile, that may be because their species is 
threatened in Muskoka, meaning although it continues to live in the wild 
and is not endangered, it is likely to become endangered if steps are not 
taken to address factors that threaten its existence. 

It’s estimated that it takes 1,000 eggs to replace every adult turtle, but 
females don’t start breeding until their late teens or twenties and lay only 6 
to 11 eggs per year. Based on the current rate of mortality, an adult female 
will probably only have one offspring that survives until adulthood. 

Blanding’s Turtles live in shallow water, usually in large wetlands and 
shallow lakes with lots of water plants. It is not unusual, however, to find 
them hundreds of metres from the nearest water body, especially while 
they are searching for a mate or travelling to a nesting site. In the winter, 
they hibernate at the bottom of permanent water bodies. 

In Ontario, several agencies have embarked upon programs to monitor 
the population of Blanding’s turtles and take steps to mitigate threats. While 
development used to be the main culprit, better land-use planning and 
conservation efforts have reduced habitat loss. Today road mortality and 
habitat fragmentation are having the largest impact on turtle populations 
in general so deaths of breeding age adults can have a major impact on the 
species. And since Blanding’s turtles are loyal to their preferred breeding 
ground, and live up to 75 years, they often have to cross roads (some 
constructed long after they’ve established their nesting site) that divide 

their nesting areas. In addition, the 
roadsides themselves often prove 
to be a nesting site of choice since 
they are often gravelly shoulders 
that naturally attract the female as 
the perfect place to lay her eggs. 
Obviously, this threatens both the 
adult and the newly hatchlings. 
Wildlife, especially raccoons and 
foxes that prey on the eggs, also 
threaten the population.

In Muskoka, two significant 
habits are around Mud Lake 
on Highway #118, and the Portage 
Landing in Bala. The Ministry of Natural Resources & 
Forestry (MNRF) is currently tracking the Blanding’s Turtle and residents 
and cottagers are asked to report turtle sightings in Muskoka and include 
a photograph or mapping coordinates of the location at http://oraa.ca/
observationform.asp.

Land owners can play an important role in the recovery of the Blanding’s 
Turtle by protecting wetlands and surrounding natural vegetation on their 
property. And if a turtle is sighted on personal property, the owner may be 
eligible for stewardship programs that support the protection and recovery 
of species at risk and their habitats. 

Marilyn Vogel - Communications Manager

A Species at Risk – The Blanding’s Turtle
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At this year’s MLA Annual General Meeting, 
to be held at the Grace & Speed Museum 
on July 24, Quinn Scarlett will be presented 

with a bursary to pursue an Honours Bachelor of 
Science program at Queen’s University in Kingston, 
ON. He hopes to ultimately return to Muskoka to 
practice medicine. 

Quinn has been involved in many aspects of 
school life, including sitting on Student Council 
since grade 9 and acting as the only student 
trustee for the Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District 
School Board in 2014-2015 – representing more 

than 12,000 students. He also volunteered in many charitable initiatives, 
including the CIBC Run for the Cure, the Terry Fox Run and several 
social justice initiatives at St. Dominic Catholic Secondary School.

The $5,000 MLA Bursary is awarded each year to a student entering post-
secondary education from Bracebridge-Muskoka Lakes Secondary School, 
Gravenhurst High School or St. Dominic Catholic Secondary School.

Following completion of his first year of post-secondary education, the 
MLA will offer Quinn the option to accept employment with the MLA 
during the summer of 2016, assisting with the association’s water quality 
initiative and other programs. The summer work term aims to provide 
students meaningful work experience, while also helping to fund their 
second year of post-secondary education.  

“The MLA Bursary is one of the ways we give back to the Muskoka 
community,” said Michael Hart, president, Muskoka Lakes Association. 
“We were overwhelmingly impressed with Quinn’s academic and 
extracurricular achievements, and wish him the best as he begins his post-
secondary education at Queen’s.”

Join us at our AGM and meet this well-deserving young man!

MLA Awards 3rd Annual Bursary to St. Dominic Catholic Secondary 
School Student
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The popularity of Stand Up Paddling has become a growing trend 
on waterways across Canada. Noted as the “fastest growing water 
sport in the world”, Stand Up Paddling or SUP is depicted as a 

surfing sport for all ages that allows us to glide across the water almost 
effortlessly. With its easy learning 
curve, a position on the water that 
allows a better viewing vantage point, 
combined with a core body work out, 
it is easy to see why this past time has 
become so enjoyable. 

As with any new water sport, an 
education factor is slow to be learned. Currently, Transport Canada is in 
the midst of regulatory amendments that govern SUP usage. The reason 
for this is to make amendments to the Small Vessel Regulations to better 
categorize SUP usage and carriage of safety equipment. Currently, SUPs 
fall into the category of Human Powered Pleasure Craft and are therefore 
required to have on board: a paddle or oar, sound signaling device, proper 
fitting Transport Canada approved PFD or lifejacket for each person and 
a hand torch if operated after dark. 

The proposed regulatory amendments include the following:
If every person on board a paddleboat, a water cycle, a sealed-hull, sit-

on-top kayak or a stand up paddleboard is wearing a Transport Canada  
approved personal flotation device or lifejacket of the appropriate size, 

the paddleboat, water cycle, kayak 
or stand up paddle board is required 
to carry on board only the following 
safety equipment: (a) a sound-
signaling device; and (b) a watertight 
flashlight, if the paddleboat, water 
cycle or kayak is operated after 

sunset or before sunrise or in periods of restricted visibility.

Note: The MLA does not recommend the use of an SUP after dark.
It should be noted that the above speaks to utilizing a stand up paddle 

board for navigation across open waterways; however, Transport Canada 
does not consider a surfing activity (wave riding to shore) as navigating a 
vessel and thus does not regulate that particular use of SUP.

Scott Collier

Stand Up Paddle Boarders – Wear your Lifejacket!

Invasive species are a growing topic of concern as the importance of 
native species is becoming better understood. Experts in the field have 
been actively trying to combat the problem with physical, chemical, 

and biological methods, but these methods can be costly and often time 
consuming. Still, there are ways that we can help prevent invasive species 
from spreading and help manage areas where invasive species currently 
occur. The overall goal is to stop the spread of invasive species and eradicate 
existing problems species.  

First off, what exactly are invasive species? They are an introduced 
species that will negatively affect surrounding habitats and other species. 
They are able to quickly adapt to their environment and will often out 
compete native species. Some habitat loss has been attributed to invasive 
species, which can reduce biodiversity. 

A good place to start in the fight is purchasing native or non-invasive 
plants from your local greenhouse or nursery. Many invasive plants can 
be aesthetically pleasing, which sometimes causes us to think with our 
eyes rather than our brain. This happens often, and many of us are guilty 
of buying plants without properly educating ourselves. Greenhouses and 
nurseries are knowledgeable of the plants they stock, so try asking an 
employee about the species you looking to buy.

Another way to reduce the spread is to not move species from one area 

to another without full knowledge of how it interacts with other species. 
As you may know, invasive species often out-compete native species, which 
allow them to rapidly spread. Although a species may be beautiful, it could 
have devastating results if introduced to another environment.

Also, ensure that ATVs, boats, and other equipment that may have 
come into contact with invasive species are properly washed and have 
dried for at least six hours before moving to another location. 

In the recently published Muskoka Watershed Report Card, a majority 
of the watersheds within Muskoka were stressed by invasive species. Listed 
above are just a few easy steps that we can all take to protect the amazing 
biodiversity within Muskoka and prevent the spread of new invasive 
species. A little bit of research to properly educate ourselves will go a long 
way, and will help in the fight against invasive species. 

If you are interested in learning more about terrestrial and aquatic 
invasive species, or about what you can do to help protect your lake or 
forest or wetland, please contact the Muskoka Watershed Council at 
info@muskokawatershed.org or by phone at 705-646-0111. Our latest 
publication, “Living in Cottage Country: What You Need to Know” 
features an overview of common invasive species in Muskoka and provides 
additional tips on how to slow down their spread.

Muskoka Watershed Council

Simple Ways to Reduce the Spread of Invasive Species

As with any new water sport, an education factor is  
low to be learned. Currently, Transport Canada 

is in the midst of regulatory amendments 
that govern SUP usage.
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Our enjoyment of Muskoka is directly tied to the quality of the 
water in front of our cottages. If that water is pristine, we watch 
our kids play in the water while we drift lazily on a pool noodle 

or floating chair. However, if there are issues in the water our enjoyment 
may be dramatically reduced; no dangling our toes off the end of the dock 
while we sip our morning coffee, no mid-day dip to escape the summer sun.

The quality of the water is important to all of us. That’s why the province, 
the District of Muskoka (through the Muskoka Watershed Council) and 
the MLA each have their own water quality monitoring initiatives designed 
to help us better understand past trends and develop programs to protect 
it for the future. At first glance, this may seem like overkill; an unnecessary 
duplication of efforts. 

So why does the MLA bother monitoring the water when other 
organizations appear to be doing the same thing? Won’t these government 
bodies will let us know if there is an issue with the water, since it’s our 
taxes that pay to keep those bodies going? Unfortunately, there is a lot of 
misinformation floating around about who does what.

The provincial Lake Partner Program (LPP), the Muskoka Watershed 
Council (MWC) and the MLA all monitor the waters of Muskoka, but 
each group monitors and reports differently.

The LPP has local volunteers on lakes across the province that take 
phosphorus and calcium samples and send them to the Ministry of the 
Environment who uses the Dorset Environmental Science Centre (DESC) 
for analysis. The results allow scientists to monitor changes in the lakes over 
long periods of time. This information is available to anyone who asks for it.

District of Muskoka staff collect samples from lakes across Muskoka 
and some areas of Seguin on a rotating basis. They focus on how land 
use affects the lakes, and create policies to protect our environment. The 
District also monitors phosphorus and calcium as well as other chemical 
parameters. Trends in phosphorus levels are used as a planning tool to 
determine whether development should be restricted on over-threshold 
lakes (phosphorus levels exceeding acceptable standards). Over-threshold 
lakes are susceptible to algae blooms and increased plant growth. The 

monitoring of calcium has occurred since 2003. While calcium decline is 
an issue of concern,  no remedial action has been implemented to date. The 
MWC educates the public and produces a report every 4 years on the health 
of the lakes and environment.

The MLA began testing Lakes Muskoka, Joseph and Rosseau in 1966. 
We monitor some of the same parameters as the LPP and MWC including 
phosphorus. However, our program differs in that we also monitor the 
health of the water near shore, where we swim, play and interact with the 
water. It’s what our members are most concerned about. At near shore sites 
we monitor bacteria, specifically eColi. Bacteria, including eColi, are an 
acceptable and natural consequence of nature ‒ at low levels, but consistently 
high levels can be dangerous to human health. That is our main concern. 
While we can’t officially issue alerts or close beaches, we can investigate high 
results and report to local stakeholders. This is exactly what we’re currently 
doing on Lake Rosseau in one bay. Looking for answers!

In case you haven’t seen it, we create a yearly report (2014’s report can 
be found on our website at www.mla.on.ca) available for anyone who wants 
to read it, and plenty of people do. It provides a history of our current 
program, the current ratings at identified locations and an indication of 
next steps should they be required. We share information with stakeholders 
when appropriate.

While there are some overlaps in these programs, they are all unique and 
valuable for different reasons. And all these groups are working together on 
your behalf to protect our environment. In our opinion, there can never be 
too much attention given to the health of our lakes and rivers and we are 
pleased that local government bodies and agencies feel the same.

In Our Opinion:
The Study of Lake Health Can Never Get Too Much Attention

Jim & Iris Gardiner
Broker | 705.646.7358 / 6367

Lesley-Anne Goodfellow
Sales Representative | 705.787.6110
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